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Frequently Asked Questions 
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Why is Madison/McDaniel getting a modernization? 
A full modernization addresses all of the deficient systems and significantly renovates a school creating a 

healthy and resilient environment for learning. A fully modernized school will deliver highly efficient 

building systems; sustainable, clean and maintainable interior finishes; bright and healthy classrooms 

and public spaces: and be fully accessible (ADA) and compliant with all applicable building and safety 

codes. It will also be flexible, functional and focused on educational needs while accommodating desired 

community activities. This includes building changes that create flexible spaces for teaching and 

learning, and other improvements that support student achievement. 

What are the highlights of the new design? 

¶ Cafeteria / Commons and Crossroads - The aŎ5ŀƴƛŜƭΩǎ /ommons will serve as the heart of the 
new school and will act as a welcoming space at the main entrance on 82nd Ave. The Crossroads 
Atrium will connect all major wings of the building and all three classroom levels. These design 
features were key components that the citizen-
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For several months, the Madison Renaming Committee engaged the school and larger communities 
through robust outreach efforts, gathered nearly 2,500 community comments, made hundreds of phone 
calls and spent countless hours in careful consideration of the most appropriate name that fits the 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ όŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƴŀƳŜŘύ /ΦwΦ9Φ9Φ5 ό/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ wŜǎǇŜŎǘΣ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ 9ǉǳƛǘȅΣ 5ƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅύ ǾŀƭǳŜǎΦ   
 
Leodis V. McDaniel, a Lincoln High School graduate, was a greatly respected, well-loved, and highly 
celebrated Portland community leader who gained an impeccable reputation as an administrator at 
Madison High School in the 1970s and 1980s. Prior to becoming principal at Madison. McDaniel was one 
of only a handful of Black High school principals in Oregon in the 1980s and was tasked with leading 
Madison through desegregation and busing. McDaniel embraced these challenges as he did all of his 
administrative duties with the singular purpose of fairness to all. He was well-known for his kind 
demeanor, contagious laugh, absolute integrity, and his instinctual ability to deeply connect with all 
people. McDaniel was wildly popular with students and staff while earning numerous awards and 
accolades from the many community organizations to which he contributed. 
For more information about renaming schools please visit the PPS Naming and Defining website here. 

What happens to McDaniel during Construction? 
Because of the size and scope of construction, McDaniel is closed during the two-year construction 
period. The entire McDaniel community, staff and students have moved to Marshall Campus in SE 
Portland. Throughout the construction period, Marshall will be designated temporarily as McDaniel High 
School at the Marshall Campus.  
 
Why was Marshall High selected as the temporary home for Franklin and McDaniel? 
During the planning for the voter approved bond measure, the Marshall Campus was selected as the 
best site to act as the temporary home for schools under construction (Franklin, Grant, McDaniel and 
soon Benson)
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How will students use TriMet to get to the Marshall Campus? 
All McDaniel students are eligible for a free Portland Public Schools High School Student Transit Pass. 

The MAX Green line offers a very direct and efficient option to reach the temporary campus. To learn 

more about MAX and bus routes for your trip to the Marshall Campus check out the TriMet schedule 

page: http://trimet.org/schedules/index.htm 
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