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NEWArticle XX3

Special Education

XX.1 It is the intent of the Portland Public Schools District and the Portland Association

of Teachers to work together to meet the diverse and unique needs of the District’s

students receiving special education services and to comply with Federal and State laws

and regulation. All students will receive an education within the Least Restrictive

Environment (LRE) that provides them the needed support for a Free and Appropriate

Education (FAPE). No significant changes or modifications to current service delivery

models used in the District shall be made without mutual agreement of the parties.

Major district wide changes to the District’s special education program

will be discussed in the Instructional Program Council (IPC) as indicated

in Article 2, prior to implementation. Problems relating to this Agreement

shall be addressed in Contract Administration Meetings per Article 29. If

Portland Public Schools forms a Special Education steering committee or

other similar committee, The President of the Portland Association of

Teachers may appoint up 6 representatives. Release time with pay or

extended hours will be utilized to allow for educators to participate.

Full Continuum of Special Education Services (formerly Art 9.5)

XX.2 The District and the Association recognize the necessity of timeliness in

addressing the essential learning needs and conditions of the students. As such, the

District shall maintain a full continuum of special education services for eligible

students with disabilities, within an appropriate individual program for

each student in the least restrictive environment, consistent with State

and Federal regulations. The District will allocate support as defined in the

student’s individual education plan (IEP). The District will provide sufficient seats in a

variety of programs to meet students’ identified special education needs. To effectively

monitor the extent to which the District is meeting its obligations to provide a full

continuum of Special Education services, including but not limited to the allocation of

staff to fully implement Individualized Education Plans, the District and
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information regarding related services, medical alerts, transportation needs,

behavior or safety plan, evaluation reports, functional behavioral assessments,

placement determinations and any other pertinent records, before the student is

assigned to the educator’s classroom. Prior to the student’s arrival, the

professional educator will be provided release time to review

documents and prepare for the student to join their class. If this is not

provided the professional educator will be provided with one full

working day have at least 24 hours notice before a student begins in their

classroom or on their caseload.

7.1.2 district-provided time to review the IEP/IFSP with any relevant

specialists before the student is assigned to an educator’s classroom;

7.1.3 district-provided time to have access to regular consultation and

support from special education staff in order to ensure implementation of the

IEP/IFSP;

7.1.4 request the IEP/IFSP of a student assigned to their class be reviewed for

possible modification amendment; and;

7.1.5 request a meeting with special education administration to discuss adding

district support and/or a change of placement when a student’s needs are

consistently interfering with the educator’s work in a way that either creates an

unsafe work environment for the educator or does not allow for other students’

IEPs to be fully implemented.

XX8 IEPs (Move from Article 8.9 and 8.10 in Article 8 proposal)

8.1 Professional educators who are required to conference regarding

IEPs or 504s (**Already moved to 8) shall have a substitute

provided to allow for such meetings to occur within the workday. If a

professional educator volunteers to attend such conference meeting

outside of the workday, such member shall be compensated at his/her

their per diem hourly rate for conferences which take place beyond the

contract day. A professional educator who chooses to conference during

his/her their individual planning time, including the 15 minutes at the

end of the work day, can do an equivalent amount of planning time

outside of the work day and be compensated at his/her their hourly

rate for the length of the conference.

8.3 Special Education Spaces and Materials
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