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Frequently Asked Questions Regarding Undocumented 

Students, Sanctuary Schools and Immigration Enforcement

By:  Jollee Patterson

Date:  February 22, 2017

Following his inauguration, President Trump issued several executive orders that direct a 

significant change in the enforcement of federal immigration law.  Collectively, these orders are 

referred to as "Protecting the Homeland."  The Department of Homeland Security ("DHS") then 

issued comprehensive policy orders implementing these executive orders.  In this new 

environment, school districts are grappling with urgent questions about how to address 

immigration enforcement activities, whether to become a "sanctuary" district, and how to ensure 

all students are safe at school.  These complex issues arise within a fast-moving, highly 

controversial legal and political environment.  This FAQ handout provides an overview of the 

pertinent law and gives general guidance about key issues for districts to consider when 

evaluating the response to these concerns.  

1.  What is the impact on public schools of President Trump's executive order regarding 

sanctuary jurisdictions?

On January 25, 2017, President Trump issued an executive order entitled "Enhancing 

Public Safety in the Interior of the United States." This order asserts that the federal government 

will increase immigration enforcement against "

https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2017/01/25/presidential-executive-order-enhancing-public-safety-interior-united
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legal status is under review, it is important for schools to be aware of the fundamental laws 

regarding students and their families in order to ensure that important rights are not violated.  

2.  What is being done to enforce the executive orders?  

On February 

https://www.dhs.gov/executive-orders-protecting-homeland
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2017/02/21/qa-dhs-implementation-executive-order-border-security-and-immigration-enforcement
https://www.ice.gov/doclib/ero-outreach/pdf/10029.2-policy.pdf
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4.  What is a "sanctuary" jurisdiction?  

"Sanctuary" is a broad term that means different things in different contexts.  In the last 

several months, a growing number of cities, colleges, and school districts have passed 

"sanctuary" policies, and some entities have had such policies in place for years.  Typically, such 

a policy establishes that the jurisdiction will not affirmatively cooperate with ICE agents, except 

as required under state or federal law.  Sanctuary policies in school districts may also provide for 

additional supports for students who may be undocumented, require training for teachers and 

administrators to ensure that all students feel safe at school, and establish procedural 

requirements for ICE agents and other law enforcement agencies.  

http://www.oregon.gov/newsroom/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?newsid=1536
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14.  What about school staff who are in the United States on a visa?  

On January 27, 2017, President Trump issued an executive order entitled "Protecting the 

Nation from Foreign Terrorist Entry into the United States."  This order suspends entry into the 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2017/01/27/executive-order-protecting-nation-foreign-terrorist-entry-united-states





